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REISSUE PATENT APPLICATION 
m THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the reissue application of: Attorney Docket No. : :*267_547US03 

- SCHELERetaL 
Application No>: 1 0/020,861 
Filed: December 1 4, 2001 

For: ARRANGEMENT FOR LOCKING AND UNLOCKING A DOOR OF A CONTAINER 

SUPPLEMENTAL REISSUE DECLARATION 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 

Sir: 

We, Wcmcr Scheler, KarJ Schubert, Andreas Mages and Andreas Anton, in support of 
the present reissue application at the United States Patent and Trademark Office* hereby declare: 

1. Our residences, post office addresses and citizenships are as stated below next to our 
names. 

2. We believe ourselves to be the original and first inventore of the subject matter, 
which is described and claimed in patent number 6,000,732, granted 12/14/99, and for 
which a reissue patent is sought on the invention entitled ARRANGEMENT FOR 
LOCKING AND UNLOCKING A DOOR OF A CONTAINER, the specification of 
which was filed on 12/14/2001 aa reissue application number 10/020,861. 

3 - We have reviewed and understand the contonts-of the above-identified reissue 
specification, including the claims, as amended by the amendments. 

4. We acknowledge the duty to disclose information material to the examination of this 
application in accordance with 37 C. F. R. § 1.56, including any public use, sale, or 
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offer of sale of the disclosed invention occurring more than one year prior to the 
filing dale of the application from which the present Patent issued. 

5. We believe the original patent to be partially inoperative or invalid by reason of the 
patentee claiming less than the patentee had the right to claim in the patent 

6. The originally issued patent contained only one independent claim, claim 1. Claim 1 
contains several meana^plus-flmction claim limitations, which we now understand 
renders the claim narrower in scope than non-means-plus-ftmction claim limitations. 
We were not aware of the relative narrow treatment given to claims under 35 U.S>C § 
1 12 H 6 until after the patent issued. We make the present re-issue application in 
order to claim the full breadth of our novel invention. Additionally, independent 
claim 1 recites the use of a motor to drive the rotatable disk. This limitation is 
incorrectly limiting because the motor is not needed to practice our invention. Both 
of these errors were first brought to our attention by the present assignee and, 
therefore, could nor have been addressed during the pendency of the original 
application. 

7. In place of the limitation "means for locking and unlocking said container door" 

a. claim 5 recites "a plurality of locking elements movable between a moved-in 
position and a moved-out position comprising a projection from a plate 
with a pair of opposed edges;" 

b. claim 1 0 recites "first and second plates, each . . . comprising a locking 
element extending therefrom and first and second opposed edges, each of said 
locking elements extendable out of the door to engage a recess in the 
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container" and "a rotatable disk and a plurality of connecting rode, the 
rotalable disk in rotatable mechanical communication with each of the locking 
elements via the connecting rods;" 
c> claim 16 recites "a plurality of plates with lateral edges, a shared drive . . 
each plate comprising a locking element projecting from the plate,, . . . each of 
said plurality of locking elements extendable out of the door ... for 
penetration into one of a plurality of recesses in the container;" 

d. claim 1 8 recites "a plurality of projections and a disk ... in mechanical 
communication with each of said plurality of projections, each of said 
plurality of projections extending from a plate having opposed edges . . . 
whereby the locking elements penetrate into said recesses in the container 
walls;" and 

e, claim 19 recites "a plurality of locking elements, each said locking element 
projecting from a plate and extendable out of the door to engage a recess in 
the container." 

8. In place of the limitation "means for providing that the penetration of the locking 
elements into said recesses is effected along a curved path as a result of a movement 
of each locking element into a corresponding recess as well as a direction normal 
thereto,** 

a, claim 5 recites "a plurality of parallel couplers pivotally mounted to one of the 
door walls and to each of said plate edges such that each of said plates is 
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parallel to the door walls, whereby the penetration of each of said locking 

elements into one of said plurality of recesses Is effected along a curved path;* 

b- claim 12 recites "first and second parallel couplers pivotally attached to each 

edge of each of said plates ... such that the locking elements remain generally 

parallel to said door walls and are displaced outwardly in a curved path;" 

c. claim 16 recites "a plurality of parallel couplers pivotally attached to each 
plate lateral edge . . . [and] to one of said door walls such that each of said 
plurality of locking elements remains parallel to one of said door walls as each 
of said plurality of locking elements is displaced along a curved path;" 

d. claim 1 8 recites "each of said plurality of projections extending from a plate 
having opposed edges and held operably parallel to the door walls by a 
plurality of parallel couplers, each of said plurality of couplers pivotally 
attached to one of said door walls and further pivotally attached proximate 
each of said plate opposed edges, the projections each movable in a curved 
path ... by a cooperation between the disk and couplers;" and 

e. claim 19 recites "each said locking element ... pivotally affixed to one of the 
door walls by a plurality of parallel couplers . . . each said locking element 
extended along a curved path.** 

9. Willi respect to the limitation "a rotatable disk driven by a motor:" 

a. claims 5, 12, 18, and 19 do not recite **a motor," and 

b. . claim 16 recites "a disk rotatable by a motor," 
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10- All errors which are being corrected in tiie present Reissue application up to the time 
of filing this Declaration arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicants. 

1 1 . We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willftal false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under IS U.S.C. § 1001 and 
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 

9- That every error in the patent corrected in the present reissue application and not 
covered by prior declarations, arose without any deceptive intent. 

10. We hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, US.C § 1 19(a>(d) of any 
foreign application^) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified 
below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before thai 
of the application on which priority is ol aimed. 

Prior Foreign Application^) Priority Claimed 

195 35 178 Germany Sep. 22; 1995 Xss 

(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Ycar Filed) (Yes/No) 

11, We hereby appoint the following attomey(s) and/or &gent(s) to prosecute this 

application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

James H. Pattcreon (30,673), JohnF- Thuente (29,595), Wm. Larry Alexander 
(37,269), KimberlyK. Baxter (40,504), EricIL Chadwick (41,664), Randall T. 
Skaar (42,151), Douglas J. Christensen (35,480), Curtis B. Herbert (45,443), 
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Michael A. Bondi (39,616), PaulC. Onderick (45,354), BradD. Pedersen 
(32,432). Scott G. Ulbricb (43,005), David A. Olscn (46,969), Peter S. Dardi 
(39*650), Jose W- Jimenez (31,1 13), andMatthewT. Macari (50,291). 

Address all telephone calls to: Douglas J. Christensen at telephone number (61 2) 349-3001. 

Address all correspondence to: Customer No. 24113 

Douglas J. Christenseti, Esq. 
Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P.A> 
4800 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 . 

Werner Scheler • ; 


Full name of solo or first inventor (given name, family name) 


Inventor's signature Date 
-tesftfr Germany German 


jjfV Residence (City and either State or Foreign Country) Citizenship 

3?*f-°¥ ClowmiteA SfetegS 3:tM>7743 Jena, G ermany 

Mailing Address 

Karl Schubert , 


Pull name of second joint inventor, if any (given name, family name) 


Second Inventor's signature Date 
Jena, Germany ■ German 


Residence (City and either State or Foreign Country) Citizenship 

Fliederweg 6. D-07745 Jena. Germany 

Mailing Address 


Andreas Mages 

Rdl name of third joint inventor, if any (given name, family name) 
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Third Inventor's signature Date 

JW*, Cferma^y , German 

Residence (City and either State or Foreign Country) Citizenship 

In den Zmsackern 16, D-Q774S^Jena. Germany 

Mailing Address ^ ~ " 


Andreas Anton 


Full name of fourth joint inventor, if any (given name, family name) 


Fourth Inventor's signature Date 

XMtex-IeR* Germany German 

Residence (City and either State or Foreign Country) Citizenship 

^^ -Bcrtholt Dxooht Stracce 15. D 0 7 :?4£Jc»a. Germany 

Mailing Address 


[ ] Additional inventors are named on the attached sheets, 

Please gram any extension of time necessary far ehlry; charge any fee due to Deposit Ac&suni Afc. / 6-063 f. 

CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hcwbyccrti^itiai this paper is being transmittal by facsimile to the U-S. Patent and Trademark Offlca, Fax No. I 703 872 
reZG Oif mc dale shown below. 
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